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Young Ukrainian War refugees have been learning English for more 

than a month at the American Corner in the National Library of 

Romania. 
 

The Romanian Angel Appeal (RAA) Foundation, supported by UNICEF Romania and the 

Norwegian Refugee Council, and in partnership with the National Library of Romania has opened 

a center dedicated to young people from Ukraine - Youth Hub.  The Hub’s leading objectives are 

the integration of young refugees, equipping them with the tools needed to counter anxiety, and 

facilitating their social-emotional development.  To achieve these ends, however, it was first 

necessary to establish a common language path. 

 

The resulting no-cost English-language courses have proven both critical and ideal. On the first 

floor of the National Library of Romania, U.S. Embassy Bucharest has established a study room 

equipped with the educational, cultural, recreational, and technological resources needed to foster 

and develop English language skills and Western cultural knowledge. The library location, in the 

Department of State’s American Corner Bucharest is ideal for these courses.  The Corner was 

established to provide ready access to educational material and resources about the United 

States, its educational opportunities, and American culture and values. American Corner 

Bucharest is well equipped and stocked with the resources needed to develop the participants' 

language and critical thinking skills. Moreover, Embassy representatives have visited the classes 

and openly engaged with the young participants therein.   

 

As this illegal war continues, we believe these language studies are critical to facilitating the 

development of young people displaced by violence, and to foster their adaptability. The 

Romanian Angel Appeal Foundation was pleased to find both in the institution of the National 

Library of Romania and this space provided by the United States Embassy a partner that is 

committed, flexible, and focused on the educational and social needs of young people.  

 

The language courses take place from Monday to Thursday, between 09:00 and 15:30, and are 

led by two experienced Ukrainian teachers of English. Participants are initially divided into two 

groups based on the results of an online language-skills test. Following this test, they receive an 

email confirming their inclusion within a group and course logistical details. A class comprises 

ninety minutes of discussion in English—with occasional supplementing/translating into 

Ukrainian—about museums, traditional clothes, and curiosities.  The teacher will then conclude 

the day with a grammar lesson.  Mila, one of the aforementioned teachers, recently said of the 

classes, "The American Corner is a great place because first of all it's spacious, we have the 

equipment we need and whenever we ask for something and need help, someone is always here 



 
 
 
 

 

for us. Also, there are some manuals here that we can use and if we need to make copies we can 

do it on the spot, which is great. It's also good that the young people in the group are close in age 

and you can talk to them about topics of interest, and we can discuss in English what they like.  

And what they don't understand we can translate into Ukrainian and I think it would be very good 

if this center could continue in the autumn and even in the winter." 

 

So far, nearly 40 young people have benefited from at least one hour of English language training 

at the American Corner.  

 

From its perspective, U.S. Embassy Bucharest is, likewise, very pleased with the arrangement of 

these classes and the progress made to date.  American Corner Bucharest is a flagship space 

amongst the nine such entities across Romania, and the Embassy is proud to have helped these 

displaced youth in these very dire and exigent circumstances. Ready integration of these students 

is both a regional and personally stabilizing goal. It bodes only well for Romania and the region. 

The Embassy looks forward to further engagement with the       

RAA, the teachers involved, and these displaced families, and is proud to have helped facilitate 

these courses and avoid the social loss of a generation.  

 

All relevant information for the Youth Hub, from the general application forms to the calendar of 

weekly activities can be found here: https://linktr.ee/ukrteen  

 

For more details on the activities of the Youth Hub please contact us! 

 

Contact 

Adelaide Tarpan 

Development Manager - Romanian Angel Appeal Foundation 

adela.tarpan@raa.ro  

0724 371 352 

 

Letitia Sandu 

letitia.sandu@bibnat.ro 
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